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This document governs the conduct of the Final Examination for the Master's Degree in Building 
Engineering for Sustainability, in accordance with Article 7.2 of the University Regulations for 
Bachelor's and Master's Degree Examinations and Article 7.1 of the Supplementary Regulations 
for the Final Examination of the AUIC School (School of Architecture Urban Planning 
Construction Engineering). 
For any matters not expressly covered in these Regulations, please refer to the aforementioned 
documents. 
 
Art. 1 - Works Submitted for the Final Examination 
The Final Examination for the Master's Degree in Building Engineering for Sustainability consists 
of the presentation and discussion of a final thesis, as indicated in Article 3.2 of the Final 
Examination Regulations of the AUIC School. 
The thesis must demonstrate originality either in terms of scientific content (theoretical, 
numerical and/or experimental, design-related or technological), or in terms of the complexity 
and integration of different disciplinary knowledge required to achieve a comprehensive result. 
It must also be developed with appropriate depth and methodological rigor. 
 
Art. 2 - Levels of Thesis Development 
In line with the principles outlined in Article 1, the Master's Thesis in Building Engineering for 
Sustainability may take the form of: 

• A highly complex work, including the definition of the addressed problem, its theoretical 
framework, the presentation and critical discussion of the obtained results, and 
perspectives for future development; 

or 
• A work that includes only some of the above-mentioned aspects. 

 
In the first case, the thesis is assessed in written form prior to its presentation by both a 
Supervisor and an external examiner (Thesis with External Examiner); in the second case, it is 
assessed only by a Supervisor (Thesis without External Examiner). 
The choice between the two levels of thesis development shall be agreed upon with the 
Supervisor, who will, in any case, make the final decision. 
 
Art. 3 - Content of the Master's Thesis 
The Master's Thesis in Building Engineering for Sustainability may consist of: 

• An in-depth analysis of one or more aspects addressed during the degree program and 
typical of the chosen specialization. This analysis, which must show elements of 
originality compared to the current state of the art, must be developed from a general 
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methodological perspective and applied to a design case study, either original or 
selected from those explored during the degree program; 

or 
• The development of an original project work, potentially in collaboration with companies 

or institutions, focused on real-world problems or actual cases from the industrial or 
professional sectors. In this case, students must demonstrate the ability to critically 
apply and integrate the knowledge acquired during their studies. 

 
Art. 4 – Thesis Supervisor, Co-Supervisor, and External Examiner 
 
As stated in Article 5.1 of the Final Examination Regulations of the AUIC School, the Thesis 
Supervisor must be a faculty member of Politecnico di Milano, preferably one involved in teaching 
activities within the Building Engineering for Sustainability program. 
If the thesis topic requires it, the Supervisor may be assisted by a Co-Supervisor, who may be 
external to the University, provided they are recognized experts in the specific field. 
 
The Supervisor evaluates the thesis in written form and proposes a grade increase, as described 
in Article 10 below. 
The External Examiner may be a faculty member of Politecnico di Milano or an external expert 
with recognized experience and competence relevant to the thesis topic, in cases where the 
thesis meets the complexity criteria mentioned above (Article 5.2 of the AUIC Final Examination 
Regulations). 
The External Examiner is appointed by the Program Coordinator, taking into consideration any 
suggestions made by the Supervisor. In addition to preparing an evaluation report, the External 
Examiner provides feedback on the grade increase proposed by the Supervisor. 
 
Art. 5 – Number of Thesis Authors 
 
The thesis should normally be authored by one or two students. Only in cases of particularly 
complex and substantial topics — such as those involving significant laboratory work, numerical 
modelling, and/or design development — and subject to a formal request by the Supervisor to 
the Program Coordinator, may the number of authors be increased to three. 
 
Art. 6 – Validity Period of the Thesis 
 
The maximum validity period for the discussion of a jointly developed thesis is set at 18 months 
from the first thesis defence, unless an exception is granted by the Dean or their Delegate upon 
a justified request from the Supervisor. 
 
Art. 7 – Thesis Formatting 
 
The final thesis must be formatted in A4 size, either portrait or landscape orientation, and must 
be bound. 
Any project materials may be integrated within the thesis in the appropriate chapter, scaled to 
A4 or A3 format (in the latter case, folded to A4 in the printed version), or collected in a separate 
A3 landscape-format annex. 
The thesis must not exceed 300 pages, excluding annexes and appendices. 
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Art. 8 – Thesis Defence 
 
During the Final Examination, candidates must submit the following to the Graduation 
Committee: 
 

• A digital copy of the presentation, to be uploaded to the online system according to the 
University’s instructions; 

• A printed copy of the thesis, which will be returned to the candidates at the end of the 
defence. 

 
The thesis must be presented using slides. 
 
The presentation, introduced briefly by the Supervisor: 

• should emphasize the most distinctive and original aspects of the work; 
• must not exceed 15 minutes for theses without an External Examiner; 
• must not exceed 20 minutes for theses with an External Examiner presented by one or 

two students, or 25 minutes for those presented by three students. 
 
These times do not include any questions from the Committee. 
 
Only students who are properly registered for the graduation session are allowed to present 
their thesis and respond to questions from the Committee. 
 
Art. 9 – Thesis Language 
 
In the Master's Degree Program in Building Engineering for Sustainability, the thesis must be 
written in the language of instruction corresponding to the student's enrolment track. 
For tracks delivered in Italian, the use of English is always permitted at the student’s discretion. 
All theses must include a synopsis in both Italian and English, as stated in Article 3.2 of the AUIC 
Final Examination Regulations. 
 
The presentation language must match the language of instruction of the student's enrolment 
track. 
 
Art. 10 – Graduation Grade 
The general rules for determining the final graduation grade and awarding honours are 
established in Articles 6.2 and 6.3 of the AUIC Final Examination Regulations. 
 
For Master’s Theses in Building Engineering for Sustainability, the maximum grade increments 
are as follows: 
 
* From -1 to +8 points for theses with an External Examiner; 
* From -1 to +4 points for theses without an External Examiner. 
 
 
 


