Practical Guidelines on International Mobility for the Master's Degree in Architecture-Built Environment
Interiors

UE and Extra UE Mobility

Selected students for mobility cannot participate in the exchange during the first semester of their first year
of enrollment in the Master's Degree program. After being selected, they must agree on a Learning
Agreement, or a Study Plan equivalent to the courses offered by the foreign university they will attend, with
the professor from Politecnico responsible for the assigned partner institution.

The partner institution coordinators are responsible for verifying the academic relevance of the courses
included in the Learning Agreement. The International Mobility Unit is the reference point for all procedural
matters.

Politecnico does not require a minimum number of credits (CFU). However, it is highly recommended that
students include an adequate number of CFU to fully benefit from the study abroad experience. Additionally,
students must check with the partner institution for any administrative requirements regarding minimum
CFU, especially concerning potential Visa application procedures for non-EU countries.

Upon returning, up to 36 CFU earned through courses taken abroad will be validated. For students with a
previous academic record, the total sum of credits from that record and the international mobility program
cannot exceed 36 CFU.

A design experience is mandatory; however, if only single-discipline courses are chosen abroad, the content
related to the Studios not taken in Italy must be compensated through thematically equivalent courses that
include project-based activities.

The mobility period generally lasts six months, and extending it to one year is not recommended.

Suppose all the planned courses are not completed during the time abroad. In that case, the students can take
the missing exams to complete their Study Plan upon their return to Italy within the personal and
administrative deadlines required to fulfil such exams.

When to do the mobility
Carrying out the mobility in the second or third semester is recommended.

Second Semester

The Learning Agreement must allow for the validation of:
e Architecture of Interior Design Studio
e Design and Construction Studio

Some courses offered at Politecnico, such as Projects Appraisal, are not always available abroad. Therefore,
these courses must be taken at Politecnico, or similar courses with analogous content must be identified to
fulfil the minimum disciplinary credit requirements outlined by the regulations. In this regard, validations with
courses that differ in content are not accepted.

Courses must be included in the study plan submitted in the first semester, with possible modifications in the
second semester, to be recognized as equivalent to those taken abroad. If students decide to take courses
abroad that will replace one or more of the optional courses listed in the Manifesto degli Studi, these optional
courses must also be included in their study plan.

For the first-choice institution, it is recommended that a potential study plan, i.e., a simulation of the Online
Learning Agreement (OLA), be included in the motivation letter. This will help students understand the
educational challenges and opportunities the chosen institution offers.

The architecture of Interior Design Studio is a core experience, so students must look for courses abroad with
analogous or equivalent content. The Design and Construction Studio combines spatial configuration design
with technological knowledge. These technological components may be delivered in forms that differ
significantly from the approach at Politecnico di Milano. Therefore, in this case, carefully evaluating the type
of courses to be taken abroad is essential.

Third semester
Students planning to go on mobility during the second year, third semester, must take into account the



specific requirements of the Thematic Studio.

Participating in the Erasmus program during the third semester can be an opportunity to develop the Master’s
Degree thesis. The experience abroad can open up new perspectives and stimulate design reflections on
different locations and issues. For instance, it may be possible to agree on a thesis topic related to the city
where the mobility period was spent with a professor from Politecnico, possibly with the support of the
“thesis bulletin board”.

It is also possible to plan a thesis developed entirely abroad. In this case, it will be necessary to complete two
separate OLAs: one for the exams and one for the thesis. The latter will be discussed at Politecnico with a
supervisor, usually the mobility program coordinator.

It is also possible to pursue a Double Degree, i.e., obtaining a degree from Politecnico and the host institution
with which a Double Degree agreement is in place.
Students can undertake their curricular internship abroad by coordinating with the AUIC School Internship
Office. The internship can be included in the OLA only if:
e The partner university offers it
e It directly follows academic activities (exams, labs, etc.),
e It lasts less than two months
e Alternatively, internships abroad can be carried out in professional studios accredited on the Career
Service website, following the AUIC Internship Office procedure. Such internships will be validated
upon return by the mobility program coordinator.

Students are advised to read the Degree Programme carefully.
Grade validation will be carried out using the grade distribution curve provided by the host university and the
Transcript of Records. Conversion criteria are established using the so-called "righelli".



