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MIES VAN DER ROHE. THE ARCHITECTURE OF THE CITY 
International Conference 18-19 October 2019 

 
On the 50th anniversary of the death of Ludwig Mies van der Rohe, the Politecnico di Milano, the 
AUIC School of Architecture and the ABC Department would like to commemorate the Master 
through an Exhibition and an international Conference. 
The Conference focuses on the theoretical-design aspects of the complex relationship between 
architecture and the city in Mies's work which includes the contribution of invited experts who 
themselves have operatively interacted with the built work of Mies. The Conference also involves 
the participation of architects and selected researchers with a call for papers. 
Beginning with the more general topic focused on the relationship between architecture and city, 
the Conference will be organized following a range of research sub-themes with the aim of 
widening the point of view to integrate different fields of study. This will be possible also starting 
from recent studies that have deepened a closer relation not only with the architectural and urban 
composition, but also with figurative arts, philosophical thought, environmental issues, etc. 
 
Possible topics that the open call wants to inspect 
 
The relationship between city and nature 

Thinking about the different scales that Mies uses to compare his work to the city – from compact 
structure of the European historical cities until to the more open Americans ones – his project can 
be considered as an architecture establishing close relationships with the context, and as a 
prefiguration of the idea of the city as was realized by the work of Ludwig Hilberseimer. 

 

The relationship with the history  

This relationship introduces a double barrelled point of view: on the one hand, there is the 
historical-critical reception of Mies's work, with particular attention to the recent contributions that 
can investigate unpublished aspects; on the other hand, there is the relationship that Mies's work 
establishes between history and both theoretical and design approaches. 

 

Legacy and heritage 

This investigation field refers to a couple of aspects: 
- The legacy between Mies's work, and thought and contemporary practice analysed from 

different points of view (theoretical, compositional, technical-formal and representational);  

- The heritage of the realized work compared with its current state of conservation, in relation to 

the different interventions: the reconstruction of the Barcelona Pavilion, the Crown Hall 

restoration, and the restoration of the Neue Nationalgalerie in Berlin (which is still in 

progress), etc. 

 
The relationship between structure and shape 

Beginning with the central topic of urban structure, we consider the close relationship that exists 
between structure and shape in his buildings, and how this relationship is evident in the various 
constructive choices. In Mies’ work, his design strategies never coincides only with the 
technological aspects of the materials, but implies a different role, one that is able to represent a 
wider and more general meaning. 
 
The relationship with representation 

This field of investigation refers to the tools and techniques of representation (drawings, sketches, 
montages, collages) used by Mies van der Rohe and how this apparatus relates to his research in 
the context of artistic tendencies. 
 
Education 

From the fundamental experience of the Bauhaus up to the one carried out in Chicago, it is possible 
to recognize an educational path based on a transferrable design methods that are open to different 
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interpretations. This topic intends to investigate the application and the outcomes of this method in 
relation to contemporary teaching methods. 
 
 
The paper review of the Conference will be conducted in two stage. The first stage of the review will 
involve a peer review of the brief abstract. Successful review at this stage will result in an invitation 
to submit a full paper for peer review. To submit this paper, authors must register on the conference 
web site (www.conferencemies.polimi.it) and upload a zip file. Papers sent by email will not be 
accepted.  
Abstracts and papers must be in English and should be well written, clearly organized and 
compelling.  
 
Abstract are due by 11:59 pm Italian time March 31 2019.  

Abstracts must not exceed 300 words; one or two images (jpg/tiff, 72dpi) can be attached if they 
enhance the text and are an integral element of the abstract. 
Abstracts, clear and well written, must be uploaded on website (www.conferencemies.polimi.it) in 
word or pdf format. They should include: author’s details and contacts, affiliation (if applicable) and 
a short CV (100 words maximum). 
Abstract acceptance will be notified by April 28, 2019. 

 

Full papers, due by June 16 2019 (11:59 pm Italian time) should not exceed 3000 words (including 

footnotes and bibliography) + a maximum of 4 images (jpg/tiff, 300 dpi, for a base of 15 cm) + 
related captions. 
The images must be free of rights: each author must send a signed release that certifies the 
possibility of publication. 
Full papers, clear and well written, must be uploaded on website (www.conferencemies.polimi.it) in 
word format. 
Paper acceptance will be notified by July 28, 2019. 
 
For the editing of the final paper, is kindly requested to adapt the work to the following template. 
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